Literature for Curriculum Support

Specific Topic: Revolutionary War
Curricular Area: History/ Social Studies
Grade 5
The Revolutionary War, or War for Independence, is a key element of United States History. In this unit, certain aspects of the war and time period will be studied including: military leaders (George Washington), political leaders (Sam Adams, Thomas Jefferson), and cultural and commercial leaders (Paul Revere). The events leading to war, and specific details about the war itself will be studied.

Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to:

8.3.6. A. Identify and explain the political and cultural contributions to individuals and groups to United States history from Beginnings to 1824.

Nonfiction Selections:

Adler, David A. Thomas Jefferson: Father of Our Democracy. Jacqueline Garrick, illus. New York: Holiday House, 1987.


Thomas Jefferson: Father of Our Democracy gives an extremely thorough overview of the life of the United States’ third President.  Covering his early years growing up as a boy in British ruled Virginia, to his formal education and career as a lawyer, Garrick provides great insight into the experiences that formed Jefferson values and ideals.  These experiences guided Jefferson as one of the founders of the United States and the roots of the democracy of this country, all the while helping him to become one of the first great leaders in American history.

This book will help grade school students learn about the roots of our country and one of its founding fathers.  Thomas Jefferson: Father of Our Democracy is heavily laden with facts that can easily be gleaned from the writing and become a part of a child’s historical education. It is supported by interpretive drawings that would make it interesting for younger readers.
Fritz, Jean. And Then What Happened, Paul Revere? Margot Tomes, illus. Toronto: 
Coward, McCann & Geoghegan, 1973.

Fritz accurately, yet engagingly, tells the story of Paul Revere’s life. His interests, work, hobbies, and family are all detailed in this easy to read book. His role in the Revolutionary War and life after the war are explained with personal stories intertwined, sure to catch the reader’s attention.


This book will add interest with little known facts about Paul Revere. The Boston Tea Party, his midnight ride, Lexington and Concord, and battles with the British are told with Fritz’s journalist style. Teachers can use this as an engaging read-aloud to supplement fact-based texts, or this book can be designated for literature circles. Although it is a nonfiction book, it reads as easily as a fictional book- complete with cartoon illustrations-  which is great for students who find reading difficult. 
Ross, Stewart. The American Revolution. Documenting History. Danbury: Franklin 
Watts, 2001.


This book is organized into six main chapters covering the origins of the revolution, the beginnings, the “meat” of the revolution, the Constitution, and the impacts of the war. The thirteen colonies are detailed, along with George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, John Locke, King George III, Sam Adams, and many more leaders and their role in this time period. 


As a teaching tool, this book contains short, yet detailed chapters full of pictures, illustrations, descriptive captions, excerpts from important documents, and journal entries detailing events. The material covered is extensive and the format is sure to keep students engaged because there are so many graphics to supplement the text. 

Fiction Selections:
Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier. My Brother Sam is Dead. New York: 
Scholastic, 1974.

This story is told through the eyes of Tim Meeker, Sam’s younger brother. The Meeker family lives in Connecticut and considers themselves Tories, all except for Sam. Sam runs away, to his family’s dismay, to join the American Revolutionary Army. He steals his father’s musket and is seldom heard from. As the war comes closer and closer to the Meeker family home, the tavern that they own becomes a stop for military men. Their town has troubles with soldiers killing their cows for food and, eventually, violence too close to home. When Sam is wrongly accused of stealing his family’s cattle, he is abruptly put to death as an example to other men. This shocking ending makes you consider the many atrocities of wartime.


Students would enjoy this book because it has many true elements in it. Many people are true, and details in the story like places and events are true as well. The personal accounts of a family torn apart and their struggles illustrate that time in history and specific details about the American War of Independence
Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain. New York: Dell, 1943.


Johnny Tremain is set in the times before the Revolutionary War begins. He is a confident silversmith, adopted by the Lapham family. When John Hancock orders special silverwork to be made, Johnny works overtime and badly burns his hand, to the point of being crippled. Out of a job and now looked down upon by his family, he moves to find new work and ends up in the midst of the leaders of the Revolutionary War: Sam Adams, Paul Revere, and their secret group. Johnny finds a place among them and ends up as a spy for the Americans, highly involved in Boston’s events that lead to war. He is a member of the Boston Tea Party, and he eventually makes his way to Lexington and Concord. In the end, he finds information about his family through Lavinia Lyte, a member of high society and Johnny’s unexpected, newfound aunt. 

This Newberry Award Medal Winner tracks the events leading to war. . In addition to the historical aspects of this book, it is also a story of personal growth and change. Teachers could use Johnny’s experiences to illustrate a character’s pride and its effects on his life and the people around him.
Lawson, Robert. Mr. Revere and I. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1953.


In a creative twist, the narrator of this story is Paul Revere’s horse, Scheherazade, otherwise known as “Sherry.” Originally part of the Queen’s Old Household Calvary, Sherry came to the colonies as a member of the British army. She notes details of the lives of the British officers until, one day she falls in a race because of “Sam Adams and a gang of his jeering rowdies.” The British send her off to the glue factory, but soon after, Sam Adams saved her from this fate by procuring her for Paul Revere who was in need of a horse. From Sherry’s view from the stable into the kitchen window, readers are told the tale of Paul Revere and the Sons of Liberty during the time of the American Revolution. 

This wildly different point of view takes readers into this time period and offers them an unusual account of the Revolutionary War. Using a section of this book to teach point of view in Language Arts class would be a worthwhile model for students. This book was selected for this bibliography because of the unusual perspective readers find through the narrator’s eyes. We are offered many important details about this time in the midst of the action through the eyes of a horse.


Monjo, F.N. Grand Papa and Ellen Aroon. Being an Account of the Happy Times Spent 
Together by Thomas Jefferson and His Favorite Granddaughter. Richard Cuffari, 
illus. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1974.


This book, told from the point of view of Thomas Jefferson’s granddaughter, Ellen Aroon, tells of the time after the Revolutionary War and the split from England. She touches on their family’s history and hobbies as well as life in Washington D.C. In correspondence with her Grand Papa, Ellen tells of Lewis and Clark, the Louisiana Purchase, and the writing of the Declaration of Independence. She ends with a detailed description of Monticello and its beauty.

I selected this book in part because it touches on the United States after the Revolutionary War. Also, it is an easy read full of illustrations and accurate information for students who are low level readers. 

O’Dell, Scott. Sarah Bishop. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1980.


As the war breaks out, Sarah Bishop’s family is torn apart. Her brother, Chad, joined the Patriots even though her father was a well-known Tory. It did not take long for their Long Island farmhouse to be set on fire and her father tarred and feathered. He died two days later, leaving fifteen-year old Sarah with nothing. She made her way to New York to briefly work in a kitchen until, one night she was caught by the British and put in prison. She was accused of slashing water buckets with a knife, buckets that were being used to put out a church fire. Captured, she stealthily made her escape and found refuge in the wilderness. Here, she killed deer for meat and taught herself survival skills to live through the winter. She was not completely safe, and continued to have trouble; however she did eventually find a friend in Isaac Morton and peace amidst the war.

As a teaching tool, this book could be compared and contrasted with My Brother Sam is Dead. There are many parallels in the story line such as: a brother who fights for the Patriots in a Tory family, hiding out in caves for safety, death of the fathers, death of brothers, loyalty of friends, and the tumultuous times of war. The writing in this book is remarkable in a sense that it flowed very well and there was always something interesting and unexpected happening to Sarah. The growth in her character can be compared to that of Johnny Tremain. 

Poetry:
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth. “Paul Revere’s Ride.” Ted Rand, illus. New York: 
Dutton Children’s Books, n/d.

This well-known poem tells of Paul Revere’s ride through the countryside after learning the path of the British troops. He rode all night to warn the citizens of Lexington and Concord that the British were coming to raid their arms. The minutemen hopped into action, and the first battle of the Revoltionary War was underway


This poem can be used in class to reinforce the facts and validate the events in history. Using this to introduce the unit on the Revolutionary War, students can create a KWL chart to identify what they already know about Paul Revere and the events at the beginning of the War. After reading, students can determine if what they know is correct, and generate what else they would like to find out, including what they learned from the poem. 

Middle School:

Grade Level: 7

Curricular Area: History/ Social Studies

Specific Topic: Civil War

The Civil War, or War Between Brothers, is a key element of United States History. In this unit, certain aspects of the war and time period will be studied including: military leaders (Robert E. Lee, Andrew Jackson, Ulysses S. Grant), political leaders (Abraham Lincoln), and inventors and reformers (Frederick Douglass). The events leading to war and specific details about the war itself will be studied.

Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to:

8.3.9. A. Identify and explain the political and cultural contributions to individuals and groups to United States history from 1787 to 1914.

Nonfiction Selections:
Clinton, Catherine. Scholastic: Encyclopedia of the Civil War. New York: Fair Street 
Productions, 1999.


This reference is broken into chapters: Before the War, 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865 and After. It tells of important events such as the Missouri Compromise, and important people such as William Lloyd Garrison and Frederick Douglass, among many. This comprehensive overview of the war is easy to read and well-organized.

As stated in Nonfiction Matters, a quality nonfiction book has certain features that are distinguishing and imperative to teach. This book contains a plethora of illustrations and photographs. It has “Eyewitness” accounts, people profiles, timelines, “Did You Know” quick facts, maps, and graphics. Along the top of the left-hand pages, the year and heading is visible for easy access to facts. Along the vertical side of many right-hand pages, a small section is dedicated to more detail regarding certain elements such as: Blockade-runners, Confederates in Exile, and Balloons at War. There are small “Battles at a Glance” sections and excerpts from songs. 
Freedman, Russell. Lincoln. A Photobiography. New York: Clarion Books, 1987.

This biography of Abraham Lincoln begins with a description of his life growing up in the woods of Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois. It detailed his interest in the government as he became a state legislator at the age of twenty-five. To make money, he decided to go into law, and soon married Mary Todd. Freedman goes on to describe his rise to presidency and the road to war. Through photographs, Freedman shows the effects of the war on the country and through Lincoln’s portraits over those five years of hard work and grief. After the war ended, Lincoln was haunted by nightmares in which he was killed by an assassin. Soon after, while attending a play at Ford’s Theater, Lincoln’s nightmare came true as John Wilkes Booth shot him to death. The book ends with famous quotes from Lincoln as well as a detailed list of Lincoln monuments, memorials, and museums. 

I selected this book because I hold Russell Freedman in high regard when it comes to thorough and interesting biographies. For use in the classroom, I would recommend one chapter to focus on, and which one it is would be depending on the focus of study. The selection on photographs and prints help to illustrate the life and times of Lincoln and the struggles that the country endures through this tough time of change. 
Herbert, Janis. The Civil War for Kids: A History With 21 Activities. Chicago: Chicago 
Review Press, 1999.


This book is a more challenging read compared to Scholastic: Encyclopedia of the Civil War. In fourteen lengthy chapters, it covers many details of the Civil War including drills, camp life, Union struggles, Confederacy falters, hardships, and more. It details every major battle of the Civil War. As an added interest, this book also contains activities to engage the reader. Instructions to make a coffee can drum, berry ink, and homemade hardtack are among the many interesting sets of step by step directions included in this book. 

Among nonfiction features that engage readers are people profiles accompanied with pictures. There are also quotes in bold on a few pages such as, “Whenever I hear anyone arguing for slavery, I feel a strong impulse to see it tried on him personally.”- Abraham Lincoln. One skill for Language Arts that would stem from this book would be to evaluate written directions. As for the extensive amount of text, an organization tool such as a graphic organizer or outline used in a lesson would benefit the students’ reading of nonfiction text. 
Fiction Selections:

Beatty, Patricia. Charley Skedaddle. New York: Troll Communications, 1987.


Charley Quinn, a tough twelve year old boy living in New York, runs off to join the Union army to avenge his brother’s death at Gettysburg. As a drummer boy, he gets involved in his first battle and ends up shooting a Confederate soldier. Scared and confused, Charley ran off, earning his nickname “skedaddle.”  In the mountains, he meets a midwife named Granny Bent and lives with her, as he is not able to go back to the army after being a deserter. He grows as a person and gains courage, even killing a mountain lion to save Granny Bent’s life.

The historical aspects of this book are accurate and relevant to studying the Civil War. Many young boys were drawn into battle and did not know what to do once they saw the true horrors of war. Teachers can use this book as a window into the past, analyzing Charley’s situation and the decisions that he made to stay alive during this time in history.
Beatty, Patricia. Who Comes With Cannons? New York: Scholastic, 1992.


Truth Hopkins’ father dies and she is sent from the North to live with her uncle’s family in North Carolina. Initially, she is not welcomed, but she soon finds out that it is because they are a station on the Underground Railroad. Her cousins were worried that Truth would not be able to keep that secret. As she gains their trust, war breaks out and her Quaker cousins, Todd and Robert, run away to avoid being soldiers for the Confederacy. Todd returns home wounded and tells of the horror that he and his brother faced as Quakers in the war. They were put to the front of the battle lines with no weapons, and they were lucky to escape, although no one is sure where Robert is. With the boys unable to help, Truth’s uncle relies on her to help him find Robert up North. Up North, her uncle is beaten up for being a Quaker and Truth carries on alone, finding Frederick Douglass and eventually Abraham Lincoln to help her free Robert from prison. 


This story was selected because it tells of the troubles that Quakers had to endure throughout the war. Just because they were peaceful and refused to get involved, they ended up in the thick of the fighting and were treated brutally for their beliefs. This different perspective adds to the tumultuous view of the war between the North and South. 
Carbone, Elisa. Stealing Freedom. New York: Yearling, 1998.


Based on a true story, Ann Maria Weems is the daughter of a free man and a mother who is a slave. Living together as a family with their master, Charles Price, Ann’s family was soon torn apart when he suddenly needed money and sold her brothers south. An Abolitionist, Jacob Bigelow, comes up with enough money to purchase her mother and sister to freedom, but Master Price’s wife will not let Ann go. In the dark of night, Bigelow comes back to kidnap Ann to freedom, leaving her love, Alfred, behind. Ann travels the Underground Railroad, disguised as a boy, and makes it to Canada. In the end, she is reunited with Alfred as a free woman.

This book was selected because of its wonderful account of a true story, written with historical accuracy. It is noted as a YALSA Best Books for Young Adults in 2000, and would be a wonderful addition to a study of the Civil War. On her website, Carbone has a worthwhile lesson included. It begins, “In STEALING FREEDOM you’ll find lots of information about the hardships slaves endured in their everyday lives, what kinds of things motivated slaves to run away or kept them from running, and what happened to runaway slaves if they were caught. Have students generate the following lists: (1) The bad things that could happen to you and the things you’d be giving up if you tried to escape. (2) The disadvantages of remaining a slave for life. (3) The positive things about running away and gaining freedom. (4) The positive things about remaining a slave, close to family members and with at least minimal food and shelter.” From there, each student is given an identity, taken from a real person from the past, and does an assessment to determine whether they should run or not. 
Hunt, Irene. Across Five Aprils. New York: Berkley Books, 1986.


This classic Civil War novel provides older, mature readers with a glimpse into social and psychological impact of war on a family. The Creighton family, living in southern Illinois is torn apart by differing beliefs, values, and virtues and whose actions are scrutinized by the community that surrounds them. Across Five Aprils, follows the life of  Jethro Creighton, the youngest child of the Creighton family, through the five years of the United States Civil War when his older family members are ripped apart to the fight for the North and South.


Students reading this book may want to create a timeline of important events from the Civil War intertwined with main events from the story. Also, since there are many memorable characters, students will benefit from creating a sensory figure of a character. They will show what the character sees, smells, hears, feels, and tastes using text support and inferences. Presenting and displaying these figures will help students see the devastation that everyone felt during this time in history.

Hesse, Karen. A Light in the Storm: The Civil War Diary of Amelia Martin. Dear 
America. New York: Scholastic, n/d.


Set in 1860, fifteen-year old Amelia Martin lives in Fenwick Island, Delaware. As the Civil War is beginning, so are tensions in her household and neighborhood. Her family assists the running of the lighthouse, and her diary entries reflect this as she notes the weather and direction of the wind for every entry. Her father sides with the North while her mother sides with the Confederacy. Torn between the war troubles and family troubles, Amelia tries to make sense of this confusing time. She befriends Daniel, the brother of her friend that dies in a skating accident. They get close until he decides to leave to join the Union army. 

The historical elements of this novel take a front seat to character development. Writing a diary entry from the point of view of another character in this book such as her mother, father, or Daniel would be a worthwhile activity during or after reading. Given the character, students should reflect accurately their thoughts and feelings about the war and its effects on the country as well as their family. Also, students might want to interview a family member that has been involved in a war. What difficulties did they face? What decisions were hard to make? Whose side did they agree with and why?
Poetry:
Howe, Julia Ward. “Battle-Hymn of the Republic.” This Land Is Mine. An Anthology 
of American Verse. Ed. Al Hine. Philadelphia: J.B. 
Lippincott Company, 1965. 
100-101.


This poem was made into a well-known song sung by the Union forces in the Civil War. Howe wrote this as the war was beginning as a message to people that God’s judgment is upon them. Lincoln is said to have had the same sentiments. After 300 years of slavery in this country, Howe sites the Bible in her poem repeatedly to show that the war was God’s way of saying that everyone will pay the price for allowing slavery to continue. 


Students generally love to hear music and poetry that supplement their learning and studies. One year when I taught the Civil War, my students knew a variety of songs such as Bonnie Blue Flag, Battle Hymn of the Republic, Dixie, and Battle Cry of Freedom. The sixth graders were so into these songs that they would actually stand up and sway as they sang! It was quite a sight.  Anytime that you can include poetry or music into the curriculum, it peaks the interest of those so inclined and hits a few Multiple Intelligences.
Grade Level: 9

Curricular Area: History/ Social Studies

Specific Topic: World War II

World War II is a key element of United States, and World, History. In this unit, certain aspects of the war and time period will be studied including: military leaders (Dwight D. Eisenhower, Douglas MacArthur), political leaders (Franklin Roosevelt, Winston Churchill), and cultural and commercial leaders (Langston Hughes). The events leading to war and specific details about the war itself will be studied.

Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge, and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to:

8.3.12. A. Identify and explain the political and cultural contributions to individuals and groups to United States history from 1890 to Present.

Nonfiction Selections:

Greenfield, Howard. The Hidden Children. New York, Ticknor and Fields, 1993.


During World War II, Jewish children were hidden to escape the fate of concentration camps and death. This book tells the history of World War II and interweaves the stories of thirteen men and women who were hidden during their childhood. Some hid in attics or basements, others went to live with strangers, and others survived in underground passages. Even though they survived, these times were painful and devastating. They were robbed of their childhood and, in most cases, of ever having a family growing up. In hiding, many of them were mistreated or had to deny their religion and identity to survive. 

The personal accounts make this book extremely important because, although these men and women found it painful to remember, they realize the importance of everyone being aware of the injustice of the Holocaust. Teachers could invite a Holocaust survivor to their classroom or watch an interview on video. Growing up, I remember a family friend, once a year, hosted a brunch with a survivor. We would sit on their back patio and listen to each of their stories. They did this for a few years, and looking back, I feel very lucky to have heard their stories. Students would greatly benefit from reading about and hearing these firsthand recounts before all of the survivors pass away.

Hynson, Colin. World War II: A Primary Source History. In Their Own Words. 
Milwaukee: Gareth Stevens Publishing, 2006.

In seven chapter, Hynson describes the buildup to and details of World War II. Stemming from problems after World War I, Hynson explains the build up of Germany and the crisis that ensued. Japan’s involvement is detailed, along with the war’s influence on popular culture at the time. The author ends with short biographies of the major war figures and a connection to the problems that we face with terrorists today.


The author includes a wide variety of sources from the past, interspersed throughout each section: songs/poems, letters, speeches, inscriptions, telegrams, film, documents, and interviews. The subheadings are specific and the text is accompanied by many pictures, maps, and timelines. 

Masters, Nancy Robinson. Airplanes of World War II. Mankato: Capstone Press, 1998.


Although airplanes were used in World War I, it wasn’t until World War II that they became an integral part of the battles. This book explains, in five short chapters, details about the new airplanes, the parts of the airplanes, codes, and airplanes after the war. There is a world map detailing the major pacific air battles of the war. Specific airplanes are explained such as: fighters, bombers, transports, and trainers.

This selection is geared toward lower level readers who are interested in the details and involvement of airplanes. The effects that the airplanes had during there war are numerous and tragic, especially when they were used to drop the atomic bombs in Japan. This selection is included in this bibliography because of the major role that airplanes had in this war. 
Fiction Selections:

Greene, Bette. The Summer of My German Soldier. New York: Dial Press, 1973.

Twelve-year old Patty Bergen lives in Alabama during World War II. She is the daughter of the only Jewish family in her town, but her parents show her little attention and love. One day, in their family store, a group of German prisoners of war come in with a guard to buy hats to shield them from the sun. Patty connects with one, Anton Rieker, who speaks English very well. Soon after, she spies Anton trying to escape by hopping onto a moving train. She convinces him to come with her, and she hides him and sneaks him food. Anton ends up leaving and gives Patty his great-grandfathers ring to remember him by. After awhile, word gets to Patty that Anton had been shot and killed trying to escape. She is questioned over why she tried to help him and is sent to a Reformatory for Girls.


This book takes place in America and tells of the perspective on World War II from Arkansas. As a Jewish Nazi sympathizer, Patty is a different sort of main character. Students can analyze and study the effects of the war in the United States and determine the many different viewpoints held during the 1940s. 
Orlev, Uri. The Lady With the Hat. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1995.

In 1947, after the war has ended, a lonely seventeen-year old named Yulek is the only survivor in his family. From Italy, then Poland, he travels to Palestine to live on a kibbutz with some friends. He eventually learns that his Aunt Malka is alive and looking for him. She lives in London and is now Lady Melanie Faulkner, after marrying a Christian and becoming separated from the family. She happened to see Yulek’s picture in the paper, and the two stories intertwine. 


This story is different from the others in that it takes place after the war. It examines a life that needs rebuilding after all of the terror and loss that Yulek endured. Young Adult readers will benefit from Yulek’s story of survival and determination of character as he seeks his way in the world alone, with the hopes of eventually locating his long lost aunt in London. 

Spinelli, Jerry. Milkweed. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2003.


A small orphan with no name other than Stopthief tells the story of Warsaw, Poland at the time of the Holocaust. After stealing bread, he runs into Uri, another street orphan, who takes him to live with a group of children. He is given the name Misha, and throughout the story, observes the Nazis, or Jackboots taking Jews from the town. Soon, people are dead in the middle of the sidewalks daily, and Misha loses Uri. He ends up living with his friend, Janina, and her family in the Jewish ghetto. The threat of resettlement is eminent, and Misha ends up escaping to America with memories of his good friends. 


The innocence of this narrator and his observations as the Nazis invade Warsaw will draw in readers of all ages. Older readers might illustrate the ways in which Spinelli tells the tale through the eyes of such a young child. Spinelli’s website has a suggestion for readers: “Between 1941 and 1943, many Jews in the ghettos tried to organize resistance against the Nazis. One especially strong resistance movement in Poland was a group called the Z.O.B., led by Mordecai Anielewicz. Ask students to research this group (www.ushmm.org/outreach/wgupris.htm) and other resistance efforts. Then have them write a short paper that compares Anielewicz’s efforts to Misha’s commitment to helping the Milgroms and the other Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto.” 
Yolen, Jane. The Devil’s Arithmetic. New York: Viking, 1988.


The story begins with thirteen-year old Hannah at Passover Seder with her family. The conversation focuses on her grandfather’s stories of surviving the Holocaust which he and his sister, Eva, survived. Hannah is not interested and fails to see the significance of these stories to her life until she is chosen to open the door for Elijah. When she does, she is transported back to 1942 Poland as Chaya and captured by the Nazis. At the concentration camp, she meets a friend, Rivka, who teaches Chaya how to survive and want to live. When Rivka is chosen for the gas chamber, Chaya goes in her place and is transported back to her Seder dinner with her family. 

This book illustrates the persecution of the Jewish people in the 1940s and the need to remember these events in history. This story can be linked with such current news stories like the refugees in Darfur. Students may be prompted to write persuasive letters to leaders and community urging them to take action. They may write editorials to the newspaper urging people to help others in need. The connections from the past, when linked to the present, remind us that we should learn from history.

Wiesel, Elie. Night. New York: Hill and Wang, 1960.


In this memoir, Wiesel tells of the inhumanity and terrors inside multiple Nazi death camps.  Beginning with his childhood and the mentality that their town would not be invaded, Wiesel’s family believed that they could survive in the Jewish ghetto until the war passed. Wiesel tells his story of tragic and unbelievable horror of living through and surviving the Holocaust as a teenager. He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986.

Throughout the book, God comes up whether people still believe in Him or believe that He has abandoned them. Regarding this theme, I searched around to find a poignant question regarding God and found it on Wiesel’s website: “On p. 65, Eliezer witnesses one of the several public hangings he sees in Buna. “For God’s sake, where is God?” asks a prisoner who also sees the hanging. “Where He is?” answers Eliezer, though talking only to himself. “This is where—hanging here from this gallows . . .” What does he mean by this? How could God have been hanged? How have Eliezer’s thoughts and feelings changed since he identified with Job while in Auschwitz (see question 10)? Discuss the relationship that Wiesel has with God throughout Night.” (http://www.nightthebook.com/teachersguide.htm)

Poetry:

Schwartz, Delmore. “For the One Who Would Take Man’s Life in His Hands.” This 
Land Is Mine. An Anthology of American Verse. Ed. Al Hine. Philadelphia: J.B. 
Lippincott Company, 1965. 218-219.


This poem’s sentiments explain that not all Americans were in favor of the war. As before, these people were looked down upon for avoiding the draft, even though their personal philosophies told them that war was wrong. The poem also strongly suggests that some were respected for their honesty about war, given past historical figures and their actions in comparison. 


Students can compare and contrast this poem to “Redeployment” by Howard Nemerov telling of the awful images that will haunt soldiers for the rest of their lives. As high school students, how do they feel about going to war? Plan a debate and have each side argue their point using the Iraq War as a topic of discussion.
Booktalk #1: My Brother Sam is Dead

Tim Meeker has always looked up to his brother, Sam. The Meeker family lives in Connecticut and considers themselves Tories, all except for Sam. Sam runs away, to his family’s dismay, to join the American Revolutionary Army. He steals his father’s musket, leaving the family with no protection, and is seldom heard from unless his regiment comes through town. Tim occasionally hears of his brother’s whereabouts through his girlfriend, Betsy.


As the war comes closer and closer to the Meeker family home, the tavern that they own becomes a stop for military men. Tim begins to change as he takes on more responsibilities now that Sam is not around. For the first time, his father asks him to travel up North with him to sell the cattle and buy yearly supplies for the tavern. They run into cowboys along the way, and they narrowly escape with the help of an escort. On the way home, they run into more trouble in a snowstorm. Tim’s father rides ahead to scout the area for cowboys, but Tim realizes that he hasn’t seen his father in awhile. When he notices tracks from a scuffle, Tim tries to be brave and thinks of a plan for when he encounters the cowboys. He narrowly escapes by saying that an escort is on the way, but arrives home sadly without his father. 


Back home, soldiers are killing cows for food and, eventually, this violence hits too close to home. One night, Sam is wrongly accused of stealing his family’s cattle and his family has a difficult time proving his innocence. A shocking ending makes you consider the many atrocities of wartime.

Booktalk #2: Across Five Aprils


Jethro Creighton has grown up with the joys of being the youngest son in a large farming family, comfortable with the daily routines of life.  Suddenly his world is turned upside down by the growing pains of a young country, the expanding and unstable United States.

Growing up in Southern Illinois, the Creighton Family is torn between their Northern locale and the influence and proximity of their Southern statesman. Many of Jetrho’s brothers and cousins leave to fight for the North while his older brother Bill, his closest and most admired brother, decides to leave for the Southern armies believing that the influence of Northern wealth and industry is unjust. Bill understands the impact that his decisions will have on the Creighton family, but follows his heart and fights for the South.  These actions have significant consequences and break down the Creighton family and the community that surrounds them.


As his father falls ill, Jethro is forced to grow up and adopt many of the responsibilities of running a farm and household.  Jethro immediately learns that the friends and farms that surround them in the rural communities and small towns no longer trust his family.  As a young teenager, he must defend his brother’s in verbal showdowns, protect himself from physical attacks, and even help rebuild his family’s farm after it is partially destroyed by community members who are angered by Bill’s dissention.  Jethro Creighton’s life is defined by this national feud, and at war’s end, his life and his family will never be the same.


Over the five Aprils of the Civil War, Jethro loses his childhood innocence and absorbs the weighty affects of war as a young man.  
Lesson Plan

Objective: Students will identify the hardships that Jewish children and families endured during the Holocaust
. 
Time Needed: 1-2 class periods.
Materials: The Hidden Children by Howard Greenfield
Procedure:

1. Discuss and activate prior knowledge on the topic of the Holocaust. What do the students already know about the situation in 1940’s Germany? 

2. Read aloud pp. 7-13, describing how Hitler came to power and how the Holocaust began.
3. Break the class into six groups. 

4. Give each group a copy of the book and a child to read about: Edith Knoll (p.34-37), Gisele Warshawsky (p.37-42), Frank Siegal (p.42-44), Rachelle Goldstein (p.45-49), Jack Goldstein (p.50), Klemak Nowicki (p.51-52).
5. Students are to read about their assigned child. 
6. Students will discuss the main ideas of their passage including what prompted the parents to put their child into hiding? Where did they go? How long were they there? How did this help them become a Holocaust survivor? What hardships did they endure? What changes did they have to make in order to survive? And other relevant information. 

7. Students will report their observations to the class, compare these survivor’s stories, and make connections with content being learned in History class.
Assessment:  Student involvement in whole group and small group discussions.
Modifications: Guided groupwork.
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